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I am delighted to welcome you to the 2026 International Fruit Tree As-
sociation Annual Conference and Tours in Fresno, California. This 
gathering is always one of the highlights of our year, and we are truly 
grateful for this time to reconnect with familiar faces and to get to 
know new members who are joining us for the first time. 
 
Our theme this year, “Integrating Orchard Traditions, Technologies, 
and AI,” reflects the heart of our work. We honor the deep roots of our 
orchard traditions — the family histories, the lessons learned in the 
field, and the craftsmanship passed from generation to generation. At 
the same time, we embrace the excitement of innovation, from new 
technologies to emerging applications of artificial intelligence that are 
reshaping how we grow, manage, and steward our orchards. Together, 
these elements create a vibrant future for our industry, and this confer-
ence is the perfect place to explore that future side by side. 
 
Fresno, situated in the rich agricultural landscape of California’s Cen-
tral Valley, offers a wonderful backdrop for our time together. Our 
tours will take you into the heart of this region to see orchards, re-
search, and technology in action. We are also thrilled to include a spe-
cial day at the World Ag Expo in Tulare, California, where you’ll have 
the chance to experience one of the world’s premier agricultural shows 
— a place where ideas, equipment, and innovation come together in a 
big way. 
 
Beyond the formal program, what truly makes IFTA special is our 
community. The conversations over coffee, the bus ride stories, the 
problem-solving in hallways and orchards — these connections 
strengthen us all. I encourage you to share openly, ask questions, and 
enjoy the fellowship that comes with being among people who under-
stand the challenges and joys of this industry. 
 
On behalf of the Board and the Conference Planning Committee, 
thank you for being part of the International Fruit Tree Association 
family. We can’t wait to welcome you t0 Fresno to spend time learn-
ing, laughing, and 
looking ahead together 
at the 2026 Annual 
Conference and Tours. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Kyle Ardiel 
Chair, IFTA 

Welcome! 
2025 
IFTA 

Board  

 

KYLE  ARDIEL  
Chair  

Ontario  
 

DAVID GLEASON  
Vice -Chair  

Washington  
 

PAUL CATHCART  
Treasurer  

Washington  
 

JUSTIN FINKLER  
Michigan  

 

MICHAEL  
FLINCHBAUGH  
Pennsylvania  

 
JOAN HEBB  
Nova Scotia  

 

AMY IRISH –BROWN  
Michigan  

 

BRETT KAST  
New York  

 

JOE RASCH  
Michigan  

 
MOLLY THURSTON  

British Columbia  
 

DAVID TOWER  
New York  

 
ANDRE TOUGAS  
Massachusetts  

 

GREGORY LANG  
Education Director  

Michigan  
 

SHANE JOHNSON  
Executive Director  

Washington  





 

 

W h o  A r e  W e ?  
Since its initial inception in 2011, IFTA Research Foundation has had the mission to allocate 
funds to projects around the world working to improve rootstock and growing methods for 

farms today and for generations to come. Recent studies have included such diverse themes 
as orchard design, soil health, and  sustainability methods.  

 

H o w  C a n  Yo u  H e l p ?  
You can help increase the number and quality of research studies focused on advancing in-
tensive orchard systems by donating to the IFTA Research Foundation. This can be done by: 

 

• Donating on the website, ifruittree.org.  

• Sending a check to  

IFTA Research Foundation  

6601 W. Deschutes Avenue, Suite C-2 Kennewick, WA 99336.   

 

Donating to the foundation is not only a charitable act, but also an investment in your farm, 
the fruit tree industry, and the generations which follow.  

 

F U N D S  R A I S E D  T H I S  Y E A R  

$15,590  
 

2 0 2 5  D O N O R S  
 
 

 
 G O L D   

$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 1 9 , 9 9 9  
A d a m s  C o u n t y  

N u r s e r y   
Te r h u n e   

O r c h a r d s  

S I L V E R  
$ 1 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9  

A u c t i o n  N Y  
A r t  M o y e r  

 
 

B R O N Z E  
U p  t o  $ 1 0 0 0  

M a r k  W o l b e r s   
C o p e n H a v e n  

F a r m s   
G a r r y  L a n g f o r d   

Feb 7-10 
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IFTA 2026 
Summer Tour 

Hudson Valley, NY 
July 19-22, 2026 

 

 

IFTA 2027 
Annual  

Conference 
Grand Rapids, MI 
February 7-10, 2027 

http://www.ifruittree.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


